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reception they wouldn't have to suffer then the French were greatly
mistaken. I asked him about the Nazis. I said I've heard so much
ahout them and hitherto had only seen Germans.
"You're quite right," he said. "To be a Nazi is to be a German.
I've travelled a lot. 1 know the world, and I can assure you I was
pretty sceptical about the f artel. Wait and see, I said. Il was only
in 1936 that I joined it because by then I reali/ed that it was
embodying all the fundamental German ideas. Then I joined it.
I knew it was preparing Germany for the Sicy we now have." That
was interesting, but it was what I expected. I inquired about
Weltanschauung. What did it actually mean ? I le said it was looking
at things from the German point of view. "But if you're not a
German?" "Then you have cither to give in or to learn your lesson.
We offered France peace in October last. Now Franco is going to
pay for having refused it." I nodded. Hitler's peace oiler of
October 1939 was now remembered by many Frenchmen. IF only
they'd accepted it, you heard right and left, ft was to become a
great German propaganda weapon. 'You see, France, we were
willing to make peace with you, leave your frontiers unchanged;
now we can take everything from you and you can only blame
yourself for it.'
"We," the German was saying, "want to raise men to a high level.
No more chasing after money, no wars, no . . ." "Sorry to butt in,
but how would you stop war?" "We're going to give the world
everlasting peace. Nobody will ever have the chance to start war
again." "Here in France everybody thought the same after Versailles,
and just look at the result." "We won't make the same, mistake as
the French and the English made. No fear of that." "What about
England?" Whenever 1 put that question there was inward excite-
ment in me. "England? She'll soon be finished. First: we'll bomb
her to smithereens, then we'll invade her. But I don't think that's
necessary. They'll sue for peace once the Luftwaffe gels going. You
don't know the strength of our air force. It's unbeatable." I saw
before me burnt-up, peaceful Linglish villages, thought of Macaulay's
New Zealander, and felt heavy. 1 got the further information
that the Fiihrer was adored by all and sundry, Goering was immensely
popular, though he for one would have preferred the Fiihrer to have
made Hess his immediate successor. Goebbels he disliked, I was
to find out that practically every German adored Hitler, and I was
to find out, too, that practically every German disliked Goebbels,
Of Italy he had a poor opinion. Macharonifrcsscrn, he called them.
According to him, Italy waited till she was sure that Germany had
defeated France and only then dared to enter the fray. They were